November 5, 2025-Meeting Minutes

The Corporation of The Township of Jocelyn

Regular Meeting of Council Minutes
Wednesday November 5, 2025
7:00pm

3670 5" Side Road, Hilton Beach ON POR 1GO

Present:
Reeve Cori Murdock Councillor Greg Gilbertson
Councillor Dennis Sopha Clerk-Deputy Treasurer Kaylee D’Angelo

Councillor Albert Crowder (via phone) Absent: Councillor Jason Kennedy

Call To Order

25-268

Moved by: Dennis Sopha

Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that we call this Regular Meeting of Council to order at 7:04pm.
Cd.

Approval of Agenda

25-269

Moved by: Greg Gilbertson

Seconded by: Dennis Sopha

Be it resolved that we adopt the November 5, 2025 Regular Meeting of Council agenda, as
presented.

Cd.
Approval of Minutes

25-270
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Moved by: Dennis Sopha
Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that Council approve the meeting minutes from the October 8, 2025 Regular
Meeting of Council.

Cd.
Declarations of Disqualifying Interest — N/A

Reeve’s Address - Reeve Cori Murdock spoke to the importance of understanding various
perspectives. For the community to work together in union, there has to be some basic
understanding of perspectives outside of our own.

Delegations — Cynthia Campbell, Huron North Economic Alliance
Cynthia asked to speak later in the meeting as she would be running a few minutes behind.
Legislative Matters

By-Laws: A) By-Law No. 2025-1663 — Being a by-law to adopt a Zero Tolerance Policy for
the purpose of protecting Township Officers and Staff from Harassment and
Aggressive Behaviour.

25-271
Moved by: Greg Gilbertson
Seconded by: Dennis Sopha

Whereas Council of the Township of Jocelyn recognizes its’ responsibility to provide a safe
and respectful workplace for all Township Officers and staff;

And whereas incidents of harassment, intimidation, and aggressive behaviour toward
Township personnel can negatively impact employee well-being and workplace operations;

And whereas the Township of Jocelyn is committed to upholding the principles set out
under the Occupational Health and Safety Act, R.S.0. 1990, c.0.1, which requires
employers to protect workers from violence and harassment in the workplace;

Now therefore be it resolved that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Jocelyn
hereby approves and adopts the Zero Tolerance Policy for the purpose of protecting
Township Officers and staff from abuse, threats or any form of aggressive behaviour by
members of the public, contractors or other individuals;

And that the said Policy be attached hereto form part of this Resolution;
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And further that a copy of the approved Policy be posted publicly and communicated to all
staff and ratepayers.

Cd.

B) By-Law No. 2025-1664 - Being a by-law appointing a Deputy Fire Chief
25-272

Moved by: Dennis Sopha

Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Jocelyn hereby
approves the passing of the By-Law No. 2025-1664 to appoint Dave Malar as Deputy Fire
Chief for the Jocelyn Volunteer Fire Department, with duties carried out under the direction
of the Fire Chief.

Cd.
Committee/ Local Board Reports
A) Fire Department - October Report submitted by Fire Chief Rick Sirvio
New Business / Reports from Officers
A) Clerk’s Report— Roads Needs Assessment Report (No. 11-25)
25-273
Moved by: Greg Gilbertson
Seconded by: Dennis Sopha

Be it resolved that Council received the Clerk’s Report (No. 11-25) Roads Needs
Assessment Report and directs the Clerk to procure items/ bids for this report.

Cd.

Delegations — Cynthia Campbell, Huron North Economic Alliance

Cynthia arrived and spoke to training opportunities offered in this area. A workshop
will be held November 13, 2025 at the Sowerby Hall. More information is available
upon request.
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Financial Update
A) Expenditure Report — October 1-31, 2025 submitted by Line Webster
25-274
Moved by: Dennis Sopha
Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that Council receive the Expenditure Report dated October 1-31, 2025,
submitted by Line Webster.

Cd.
Update on Capital Projects
Update on the Jocelyn Hall Water System — Estimate Received.

Council discussed the estimate provided by Plumbers Plus. This plumber has experience
with neighbouring communities and their similar hall water systems. He noted that much
of the current equipment set up, is unnecessary. He listed his suggestions in the estimate
provided. At this time, the water at Jocelyn Hall is not potable.

25-275
Moved by: Dennis Sopha
Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that Council approve the purchase and installation of the recommended
water system by Plumbers Plus.

Cd.
Leadership Issues - Notice of Motion

A) Request to close the trail system during deer rifle season
Discussion involving all four members of Council present, took place. Several
concerns were brought forward regarding safety. One opinion was that it was worth
cutting down on risks, to close the trail temporarily. An opposing opinion was that it
then becomes unclear as to where to draw the line on these closures — should all
municipal properties close during hunting seasons, some of which are year long.
The Reeve brought up the importance of hunters being responsible for being aware
of their surroundings and what they are aiming at. Councillor Dennis Sopha spoke to
reducing the risk for ratepayers who are hunting and those who are using the trails.
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Councillor Greg Gilbertson agreed that both ratepayers using the trails and hunter
hunting on private property, need to be aware of their surroundings and exercise
caution. He did not believe it would be wise to close the trails during hunting season
as it would imply that other municipal properties should also be closed during this
time. Councillor Albert Crowder also voiced concerns for safety of all parties and
stated that this would be the best route to take to avoid potential risks.

Reeve Cori Murdock requested a Recorded Vote.

The following voted in favour of closure of the Mountain View Trails during deer rifle
season: Councillor Albert Crowder, Councillor Dennis Sopha

The following voted against the closure of the Mountain View Trails during deer rifle
season: Councillor Greg Gilbertson, Reeve Cori Murdock

Motion was defeated.
B) Consider posting “No Hunting on Municipal Property” signs

“No hunting on municipal property” signs will be ordered and posted. Safety tips during
hunting season will be shared.

Closed Session

25-276

Moved by: Dennis Sopha
Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that Council proceed into Closed Session at 8:08pm, in accordance with the
Section 239 of the Municipal Act in order to address matters pertaining to:

(2) A meeting or part of a meeting may be closed to the public if the subject matter being
considered is,

(b) personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local board
employees;

(d) labour relations or employee negotiations;

(f) advice thatis subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications
necessary for that purpose;

* Discussion regarding: A) Fire Department Honorariums

B) Receiving legal advice that is subject to client privilege
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Cd.

25-277

Moved by: Greg Gilbertson

Seconded by: Dennis Sopha

Resolved that we do arise from Closed Session at 9:05pm.
Cd.

Business Arising From Closed Session

25-278

Moved by: Dennis Sopha

Seconded by: Greg Gilbertson

Be it resolved that Council instruct the Clerk to proceed as directed in closed.
Cd.

Confirmation of Proceedings

25-279

Moved by: Greg Gilbertson

Seconded by: Dennis Sopha

Resolved that we do pass By-Law No. 2025-1665 to confirm the proceedings of the
November 5, 2025 Meeting of Council.

Cd.
Adjournment
25-280

Be it resolved that Council agree to adjourn this meeting at 9:06pm and will meet again on
Wednesday December 3, 2025 or at the call of the Reeve.

Cd.
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Clerk- Deputy Treasurer Kaylee D’Angelo

Reeve Cori Murdock
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